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DAILY MASS FOR LENT: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Worship Space. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 7:00 a.m. in Mercy 
Chapel.
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omeone once said, “Tell me your 
story and I’ll tell you who you 
are.”  Each time we, as Catholic 

Christians, celebrate the Eucharist, our 
communal story is told.  The Liturgy 
of the Word recounts salvation history 
from the people of Israel through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
to the early Christian community.  
However, the story doesn’t end there.  
Each of our own stories intersects and 
relates to the stories of our forebears 
and their experience of the presence 
of God.  Grace and blessing, sin and 
struggle, resurrection and revelation 
continue to be a part of our stories and 
our lives.  Mindfulness of our stories 
helps us to discover God’s presence at 
every step in our life’s journey.

What vehicles do we utilize to tell our 
own stories?  What has served helpful 
in the past and can be proposed to 
encourage our parishioners to share 
their own stories of faith?  How do we 
discover God in our own narratives?  
How do our own struggles become 
sources for inner strength and 

OUR CATHOLIC STORY
growth?  How has the paschal mystery 
of suffering, death and resurrection 
become manifest in our own stories? 
These are some of the questions we 
will look to answer for ourselves.

This Lenten Series, “Our Catholic 
Story” will focus on four aspects of 
our faith: story, word, sacrament and 
witness.  Each week a presentation will 
be given.  Participants will reflect on 
their own faith story and then share, in 
small groups, what they’ve learned and 
discovered about their faith.  By the 
final session it is hoped that participants 
can craft an “elevator pitch” as a way of 
summarizing and expressing their faith 
in Jesus and their membership in the 
Church.  

This series has already begun for Lent 
and with space for this series limited 
to 30 participants, Fr. Dan hopes to 
repeat the series again soon for those 
interested.



STATIONS OF THE CROSS
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the Stations. Each Friday during Lent, a public praying 
of the Stations, led by a different parish organization, 
will be held in Mercy Chapel beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

The exception to this schedule is Good Friday, when 
the Chagrin Valley Council of Churches leads an 
outdoor Stations of the Cross beginning at Noon at 
Triangle Park in Chagrin Falls. Participants experience 
a unique testament to the power of this prayer service, 
as the group swells in number during its pilgrimage 
together through the village.

Whatever version or setting you choose, praying the 
Stations of the Cross provides a window into the great 
suffering Christ endured for us and an insight into the 
even greater love that moved him to endure it.  

his prayer refrain echoes through multitudes of 
parishes, most often on Friday evenings during 
the Lenten season, as Catholics pray the 14 

Stations of the Cross. This powerful devotion, rooted 
in early Christianity, recalls Christ’s passion and 
retraces His path from the Garden of Gethsemane to 
the hill of Calvary.

The walls of Catholic churches and chapels often 
include depictions of the Stations, also known as “The 
Way of the Cross.”  Churches first began erecting 
these images in the Middle Ages. By the time of the 
15th century, the Franciscans formally developed the 
devotion they called “Stations.”  

Throughout history, variances in the number and 
names of the stations occurred. In 1731, Pope 
Clement XII established the 14 stations most 
commonly known today.  Currently, one may hear of 
reference to a 15th station, marking the resurrection 
of Jesus and honoring His victory over death. 

A change in emphasis from traditional to scriptural 
basis was introduced in 1991 by Pope John Paul ll. 
The new version of these 14 Stations is called “The 
Scriptural Way of the Cross.” In Mercy Chapel, “The 
Scriptural Way of the Cross” is represented in wood 
carvings. Whenever the church building is open, 
parishioners are welcome to enter the Chapel and 
use the booklets available to guide them in praying 

“We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you…
Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.”

BY: SR. SUSAN JAVOREK
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RITE OF ELECTION

very day, God continues to reveal His presence in some real, concrete way, perhaps by a friend’s message 
or words written in a book, or even through the lyrics and melody of a special song.  God has shown 
Himself, and has chosen a person to follow Him.  When God elects a person, God allows us to respond 

when He asks “Come, will you follow Me?”

Our Holy Angels candidates and catechumens have indeed been chosen by God to follow in the life of Christ.  
In response to His call, they pray, self-reflect and study to prepare for an ever deepening relationship with 
God and the Catholic Church. And as they progress, they commit to the next step in their journey of faith 
with the celebration of the Rite of Election/Call to Continuing Conversion.  This Rite, taking place on the First 
Sunday of Lent, leads them into the final preparations for receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist during the Easter Vigil Mass. 

Rite of Sending / Our Witness to the Elect 
Beginning the First Sunday of Lent, the Holy Angels community celebrates this pivotal point in the initiation 
process of the catechumens within the liturgy.  This Rite of Sending provides an opportunity for the parish to 
show prayerful support for catechumens and candidates, giving them a sense of belonging and fellowship 
as it sends them to the Bishop at the cathedral for the Rite of Election/Call to Continuing Conversion.  During 
Mass we witness the testimony professed by the catechumens’ sponsors; the declaration of commitment by 
the catechumens; and their continued acceptance to God’s election of them.  In response to their declaration 
of commitment, a very sacred and touching event occurs as the name of each catechumen is signed in the 
“Book of Elect.” 

Rite of Election / Call to Continuing Conversion
Once officially sent from Holy Angels, the catechumens join the Bishop and catechumens from throughout the 
Diocese at St. John’s Cathedral for the Rite of Election.  The Bishop asks the catechumens (those unbaptized) 
if they are ready to accept God’s election of them as affirmed by the Church.  The Book of Elect is presented 
to the Bishop, who makes a powerful proclamation.  He declares the catechumens to be members of the 
Elect to be initiated into the sacred mysteries at the next Easter Vigil.  This Act of Election officially gives the 
catechumens a new name.  They are now referred to as “the Elect,” until their Baptism at Easter.  The Elect 
are those called by God to be His own, to be washed in the waters of Baptism, anointed by the Holy Spirit in 
Confirmation, and to be nourished by Christ in the Eucharist.  The candidates (those who have been baptized), 
are then called in a group to the sanctuary.  They affirm their readiness to prepare even more prayerfully for 
entering into the full communion of the Church, the Body of Christ.  This celebration is one of intense emotion 
and joy, as all present experience the power of the Holy Spirit hovering over the entire body of catechumens. 

Please join us on Sunday, March 5, at the 10 a.m. Mass, where we will celebrate the Rite of Sending 
with our four catechumens and five candidates.  Let us bring our prayer, support and joy to these 

men, women and children who are journeying with God to become one of His chosen.

Please pray for our Catechumens ~Aurora, Emmerson, Julie, Shawna

and for our Candidates ~ Diane, Grace, Missy, Trina, Gina

RITE OF ELECTION: 
Chosen by God to Fol low Chris t

BY: LYNETTE KRYCH



       WWW.HOLYANGELSCHURCH.COM         PAGE 5

EVENTS

Let your heart and mind rest in the Lord 
during this Lenten season. Come and share in 
an evening of Taizé Prayer, a type of reflective 

prayer set to music, with the repetition of 
words accompanied in song.  It is a time to 
settle in with the Lord, and listen to God’s 
voice in the peace of the surroundings. 

The Taizé Prayer Service will be 
Wednesday, March 22, from 7:30 p.m. 

to 8:30 p.m. in the Gathering Area.
Please join us to experience the presence of the 

Holy Spirit in a peaceful yet powerful way.

LENTEN TAIZÉ 
PRAYER SERVICE  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 

AT 7:30 P.M.

BY: FR. DAN SCHLEGEL

hen I was a kid it was 
customary for my 
grandmother to enter my 

bedroom and sprinkle holy water 
on me before I went to sleep.  As 
a child you wonder, “what is that 
all about?” Now, as an adult I 
understand differently.  The holy 
water isn’t magical or mysterious, 
it’s a reminder of baptism.  The 

Church’s most important feast is Easter.  We celebrate 
new life in Christ.  Those who have been preparing for 
baptism are immersed into the waters of new life.  Water 
cleanses, renews, nourishes and makes us new.  

As a part of your Easter celebration, bring a small 
bottle or container to fill for use in your home.  Bless 
each room of the house, that these places be settings 
for blessing, new life, learning and growth.  Bless 
yourself with holy water before going to bed at night 
as a reminder of God’s protection over you.  

Holy water reminds us that through the protection of 
baptism, God is always with us.

HOLY WATER ON EASTER
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POPE FRANCIS

“I am a sinner,” Pope Francis said…
BY: FR. ADAM ZAJAC

uring an interview in August of 2013, Fr. 
Antonio Spadaro asked Pope Francis to define 
himself. At the time Pope Francis was still fairly 

new in his role as the pope, and the Church was eager 
to get a feel for who this man was, who up until then 
was known as Cardinal Bergoglio. So, Fr. Spadaro 
asked, “Who is Jorge Mario Bergoglio?” After a pause, 
Pope Francis replied, “I do not know what might be 
the most fitting description.... I am a sinner. This is the 
most accurate definition. It is not a figure of speech, a 
literary genre. I am a sinner.”

Lent is a time of self-examination as we prepare for the 
Easter mysteries, and it doesn’t take much reflection 
for any one of us to say to ourselves… “I am a sinner.” 
The Church is holy, yes, but also in need of purification. 
We do good works and listen ever more closely to 
the Gospel message, but, we also face temptation 
and trials. In the Sacrament of Penance, we confess 
our sins so that where we have fallen into sin, Christ’s 
grace may abound. We receive the mercy of God and 
reconciliation with each other. In this sacrament, “I am 
a sinner” is not the end of our story. Come this Lent 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with us:

t is an annual tradition at Holy Angels to begin the sacred three-day period of Triduum with a meal together 
in the Community Room at 5:00 p.m., followed immediately by Mass at 7:00 pm in the Worship Space (please 
note earlier time). Together we break bread, share a meal and reflect on the forty days of Lenten prayer, 

almsgiving, and fasting. The liturgy of Holy Thursday, also known as Mass of the Lord’s Supper, beautifully 
recalls Jesus’s final Passover meal with his disciples, offering His very own body and blood for our salvation. 

• For dinner, each individual or each family contributes one 
favorite dish for any course, such as a main entree, salad/side 
or dessert that serves 12 people.  
• All students celebrating their First Eucharist this spring are 
especially encouraged to participate with their families in this 
remembrance of Jesus’ last Passover meal with His disciples, 
the miracle of the Eucharistic Feast.  
• Please sign up on the Kiosk in the Gathering Area if you are 
planning to attend the Potluck Dinner at 5:00 p.m. For more 
information, or to offer assistance with the dinner, please 
contact Jeannie Daunch at 440-708-0808.

Communal Reconciliation Service 
(includes several priests from outside the parish)
• Thursday, April 6, at 7:00 p.m.

Additional Times for Reconciliation 
• Wednesday, March 15, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, April 12, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
• Every Saturday from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• By appointment, call the Parish Office to schedule

BEGIN YOUR HOLY WEEK WITH OUR PARISH FAMILY
BY: JEANNIE DAUNCH
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ur Catholic faith has rich traditions and 
practices which help us pray, know and 
express our faith to others.  Many of these 

traditions come from our ethnic heritage.  On Holy 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. we bless the Easter foods which 
have been prepared for a family’s celebration.  A 
popular tradition in many Slavic nations, these foods 
symbolize and represent aspects of Christ’s death 
and resurrection.  In many baskets you may find… 

Lamb, reminding us that Jesus is the Lamb of God, 
once slain, who becomes the promise of new life.  
Hard boiled eggs, signifying Jesus’ rising from the 
tomb.  
Cakes and pastries reminding us of the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes, God 
providing good things for God’s people.  
Wine is blessed to remind us of the wedding 
feast of Cana, when Jesus transformed ordinary 
water into an extraordinary wine.  In a similar way, 
God takes our ordinary lives and makes them 
extraordinary.  

For some families a lit candle set in the basket 
reminds them that Jesus is the light of the world and 
His resurrection has broken through the darkness of 
sin and death.  As Fr. Damian Ference likes to say, 
“matter, matters!”  What we eat, how we pray and 
bless, sing and ritualize the meaning of our faith, 
deepens its hold within us.  Join us for the blessing of 
Easter food at 3:00 p.m. on Holy Saturday, April 15, 
as we prepare our tables, our hearts and our families 
for this wonderful feast.

BLESSING OF EASTER FOODS
BY: FR. DAN SCHLEGEL 
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Holy Week Schedule
 

Holy Thursday
Parish Potluck Dinner: 5:00 p.m.

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:00 p.m.
Adoration: 8:30 p.m. to 12:00 Midnight

 
Good Friday

Morning Prayer Service: 9:00 a.m.
Outdoor Stations: 12:00 noon 

(Chagrin Falls - Gazebo)
Good Friday Communion Service: 7:00 p.m.

 
Holy Saturday*

Blessing of the Easter Food: 3:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil Mass: 9:00 p.m.

 
Easter Sunday*
Mass: 8:00 a.m.

Mass: 10:00 a.m. 
(Worship Space & Community Room)

Mass: 12:00 Noon

WEAR RED TO MASS 
ON PALM SUNDAY
The weekend of April 8/9  is 
Palm Sunday.  On that day 
we honor Jesus as our King 
and use the color red in our 
liturgical celebrations. 

PLEASE NOTE*
There is no 5:00 p.m. Mass on Holy Saturday due to the 
celebration of the Easter Vigil at 9:00 p.m. and no 5:00 
p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday due to the multiple Mass 
celebrations earlier in the day.

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION
On Good Friday, our parish will take up the annual 
Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land.  Your financial  
contribution helps to support the struggling Christian 
community and Christianity’s holiest places.  Thank you for 
being generous. Good Friday Communion Service begins 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Worship Space.


